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Importance: High

Dear Bar Leaders and Staff Offices,
 

TYLA AWARDS OF ACHIEVEMENT
 
The TYLA Awards of Achievement applications are due to the TYLA office by end of day, April
24th.  We encourage everyone to apply and look forward to seeing the great things your
affiliate is doing for your community and members.
 
For the TYLA Awards of Achievement submission, please use the attached forms and follow
the TYLA rules attached.  Please submit one copy of the cover sheet, project information form,
and one electronic submission for your supporting exhibits.   We would like you to send a copy
of any videos separately if they cannot be included in your electronic submission.  The TYLA
forms are also posted online here.  All submissions can be emailed to
mpalacios@texasbar.com.
 
Again, please submit your applications by end of day (midnight), April 24th.
 
Let us know if you have any questions.

_________________
 
*A reminder that the Outstanding Young Lawyer, Outstanding Mentor, Liberty Bell, and Justice Jeffrey
S. Boyd award applications are due on April 14th.
 
Thank you,
 
 

MICHELLE PALACIOS
512-427-1529
mpalacios@texasbar.com
www.tyla.org

 
PO Box 12487
Austin, TX 78711
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FOR TYLA SUBMISSION



















		ENTER BAR NAME HERE



		ENTER PROJECT TITLE HERE



		SUBMISSION TYPE (SINGLE/SERVICE TO THE BAR or PUBLIC/COMPREHENSIVE/NEWSLETTER)
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This document will be used for judging your project. Please complete each relevant question and be as thorough as possible.



To be completed for All submissions





Project Description Project Title: Project type/topic:

Needs Assessment (What was the reason for undertaking this project?): Achievement of Goals / Impact (What were the goals and objectives of this project?): If goals were not met, why not?

Was this a new or continuing project? Will this be a recurring affiliate project? If yes, will you make any revisions?





Degree of Participation by Members

How many young lawyer members actually participated in this project? Officers, Directors, Board membership?

Committee members? General membership?

Was the project conducted with the Senior Bar?

What other groups or individuals participated and in what numbers?

What do you think is the optimum number of members needed to carry out this project?





Budget

What was the cost of this project excluding in-kind/donated services? How was the project funded?

Were there any cosponsors?

How long did it take to raise the funds needed for this project?

What suggestions/recommendations would you make to other young lawyer groups who would consider undertaking this project?





To be completed for Comprehensive submissions only.





How many single projects are included in your submission? Maximum of 5 projects per application. Was this project submitted in the Single Project/Newsletter categories?

If yes, which category?





 	To be completed for Newsletter submissions only.	



Budget and Circulation

Annual budget for newsletter production, excluding mailing costs: Circulation:

Number of issues per year (Must be published at least quarterly in order to be eligible): Average number of pages per issue:

Is the Newsletter included in membership dues? Are subscriptions sold separately?

If yes, number of subscribers?





Project Description

Describe the goals and objectives of the publication of your newsletter: Describe the impact of your newsletter:

What was the reason for undertaking this project? (Include in your discussion the steps taken to evaluate the need and to market this project to diverse young lawyers to encourage their participation.):

How many years has the newsletter been published?

Number of staff members actively involved in the publication of the newsletter: Describe their roles:

Number of volunteers actively involved in the publication of the newsletter: Describe their roles:

What suggestions/recommendations would you make to other young lawyer groups who would consider undertaking a similar project?





Layout & Advertising

Annual advertising revenue: Number of advertising pages:

Approximate percent (%) of pages devoted annually to the following (percentage must total 100): Bar News:

Feature Articles: Advertising:

Other (please describe):
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Texas Young Lawyers Association








TYLA Awards of Achievement Program



Cover Sheet







Name of YLD: 



YLD Contact Name:



YLD Contact Email:



Number of young lawyers in your affiliate?

                                                                                                                                                             

Which category will this cover sheet accompany (Comprehensive, Newsletter, Service to the Public, Service to the Bar)?



Please indicate number of exhibits being submitted: 
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TYLA AWARDS OF ACHIEVEMENT 
GENERAL RULES 


 


COMPETITION CATEGORIES AND REQUIREMENTS 
 
All submissions should highlight the most successful projects conducted during the last 
concluded activity year for the period from June 1 prior through June 1 of the current year. Or, 
for such other 12-month period as reflects the last concluded activity year of the affiliate. 


 
A. Categories of Competition 


 
1. Single Project: Service to the Public 


This submission should highlight the affiliate’s best public service project conducted 
during the most recently concluded bar or activity year. 


2. Single Project: Service to the Bar 
This submission should highlight the affiliate’s best professional service project 
conducted during the most recently concluded bar or activity year. 


 
3. Newsletter 


The submission should highlight the role of an affiliate newsletter in achieving its overall 
goals and objectives. 


Newsletters eligible for the Awards of Achievement competition must be freestanding 
young lawyer publications that are not part of any other publication and must be 
published at least quarterly. 


 
Applicants are required to submit at least two issues of the newsletter 


4. Comprehensive 
This submission should highlight the affiliate’s broad range of programming conducted 
during its most recently concluded bar or activity year. The award is determined from a 
comprehensive evaluation of all programs. 


 
i. Submitters must list their new and significantly expanded projects first. 


Submissions that mislead, duplicate, attempt to present single projects in more 
than one category or exaggerate the number of activities will be disqualified. A 
series of projects of the same kind, such as social, athletic or CLE, should be 
treated as one project. Projects not implemented during the current activity year 
cannot be included in the application. 


ii. Following the list of new and significantly expanded projects, continuing projects 
carried out by the affiliate may also be included in this application. 
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iii. Only 5 projects combined (new/expanded/continuing) will be eligible for 


consideration; affiliates are urged to submit the best of their ongoing projects. 
 


iv. Length - The Comprehensive submission must include a detailed narrative, 
outlining each exhibit and being well defined throughout exhibit. Definition of all 
submissions are limited to 500 words per exhibit 


v. Exhibits – May include e-books, e-publications, and pictures must be submitted 
in .pdf form and submitted at the time of the application process. Materials that 
are not the direct product of young lawyer volunteer work should not be 
submitted as an exhibit 
 


vi. The exhibits must be clearly defined by a project title/information page for each 
project. For example, if you have more than one exhibit for a project, the 
title/information page would be completed for each project. Noting on the title 
page “Project 4 of 5 Name of Project” etc. 


 
I. PROCEDURES FOR FILING 


Submissions must be submitted by email to mpalacios@texasbar.com by April 24, 2026 at 
midnight. Regardless of circumstance, technological issues, or delay, late submissions will not 
be considered. 


 
Each affiliate may submit one (1) project in each category. Submission of more than one project 
in a category will result in disqualification. 


All projects that have been submitted in previous years in the Single Project category are 
ineligible for inclusion in the application. 


 
Comprehensive Project submissions must be submitted separately for consideration in the 
Single Project or Newsletter categories. Projects included in a Comprehensive application are 
not automatically considered for Single Project or Newsletter awards. 


 
DO NOT submit any printed materials or flash drives. 
 
II. JUDGING 


1. Judges will be asked to consider: 
 
Single Projects Judges consider to the following factors: 


• Goals and their achievement. 
• Significance of the project’s impact. 
• Degree of participation from members. 
• Originality of activity or project. 
• Compliance with the rules. 



mailto:mpalacios@texasbar.com
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Newsletter Judges consider the following factors: 


• Article selection. 
• Writing quality. 
• Overall design. 
• Choices given design constraints. 
• Goals and impact. 
• Compliance with the rules. 


 
Comprehensive Award Scoring 
Judges will consider all single projects submitted with a comprehensive application using the 
Single Project criteria in Section VII above. Judges will also determine the well-rounded or 
balanced nature of the overall bar program by considering the following categories: 


• Balance of Service to the Public and Service to the Bar Projects. 
• Efforts to co-sponsor with senior bar associations and other groups. 
• Number of projects and quality of projects relative to membership size of the affiliate. 
• Number of projects and quality of projects relative to budget. 
• Balance of programs for experienced and inexperienced lawyers. 
• Overall perception of balance, well-rounded programming, and excellence. 


 


Questions should be directed to: Michelle Palacios at mpalacios@texasbar.com. 
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