














​IN THE 51ST DISTRICT COURT​
​IN AND FOR TOBIN COUNTY​

​STATE OF LONE STAR​

​v.​

​JOSHUA JONES and PETER JONES,​

​Defendants.​
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​CASE NO. 26-REG-CR​

​ORDER #1 - GRANTING STATEôS​
​MOTION TO EXCLUDE ALLEGED​
​CONFESSION AS HEARSAY​

​The State moved​​in limine​​to exclude any mention of​​Mike Goldeniôs alleged confession, ñI shot​
​the clerk,ò as inadmissible hearsay.​

​Both parties submitted briefs on the issue.​

​Counsel for Defendants Peter Jones and Joshua Jones (ñDefendantsò) represented to the Court​
​that they may argue at trial that Mike Goldeni and/or Ronnie Rosenblatt killed, or might have​
​killed, clerk Jimmy Roberts. Given that possible defense theory, the alleged confession would be​
​offered for the truth of the matter asserted and would constitute hearsay. The declaration against​
​interest exception is inapplicable because there is no evidence that the declarant is unavailable.​

​Accordingly, the Court grants the Stateôs motion and excludes any mention of Mike Goldeniôs​
​alleged confession, ñI shot the clerk.ò This ruling also prohibits testimony regarding police​
​failures to properly record or document the alleged confession.​
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​IN THE 51ST DISTRICT COURT​
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​STATE OF LONE STAR​

​v.​

​JOSHUA JONES and PETER JONES,​
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​CASE NO. 26-REG-CR​

​ORDER #2 - DENYING STATEôS​
​MOTION TO EXCLUDE ALLEGED​
​CONFESSION AS HEARSAY​

​The State moved​​in limine​​to exclude any mention of​​Mike Goldeniôs alleged confession, ñI shot​
​the clerk,ò as inadmissible hearsay.​

​Both parties submitted briefs on the issue.​

​Counsel for Defendants Peter Jones and Joshua Jones (ñDefendantsò) represented to the Court​
​that they will​​not​​argue at trial that Mike Goldeni​​and/or Ronnie Rosenblatt killed, or might have​
​killed, clerk Jimmy Roberts. Given that, the Court makes the following rulings:​

​First​​, the following stipulation may be read to the​​jury by either party at any time:​

​H.​ ​The parties agree that neither Mike Goldeni nor Ronnie Rosenblatt caused the death​
​of Jimmy Roberts.​

​Second​​, the Court denies the Stateôs motion on hearsay​​grounds. Either party may still raise​
​objections to the alleged confession on other grounds.​
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​MR. GALLO.​ ​We offer the witness as an expert in general​

​automotive knowledge.​

​MR. DAILEY.​ ​No objection. Iôm more than satisfied.​

​MR. GALLO.​ ​Showing the witness Exhibit 3. What can you conclude?​

​THE WITNESS.​ ​These tire marks were not made by a 2014 Buick​

​Skylark. They were made by a 2010 Pontiac Tempest.​

​MR. GALLO.​ ​How can you be so sure?​

​THE WITNESS.​ ​The car that made these tire marks has positraction.​

​MR. GALLO.​ ​Thank you Ms. Bauer. No more questions.​

​THE COURT.​ ​Mr. Dailey, would you like to question Ms. Bauer?​

​MR. DAILEY.​ ​Uh, no, Your Honor.​

​MR. GALLO.​ ​Judge, we recall Sheriff Kade Donoghue.​

​KADE DONOGHUE​

​MR. GALLO.​ ​Sheriff Donoghue, any new evidence?​

​THE WITNESS.​ ​On a hunch, today I researched if any Pontiac Tempests​

​were stolen within 100 miles of the BagïO-Buds between January 1,​

​2025 and the date of the murder. I discovered that two boys who fit​

​the Defendantsô description were arrested for driving a stolen​

​metallic mint green 2010 Pontiac Tempest with a white convertible​

​top, Michelin model XGV tires, size 75R 14. The Bag-O-Buds was just​

​75 miles from the address where the car was reported stolen. And the​

​store is along the route from Kita County, where the car was stolen,​

​to Keyes County, where it was recovered. There was also a 357 Magnum​

​revolver found in the car.​

​MR. GALLO.​ ​The Defense rests.​

​THE COURT.​ ​Mr. Dailey?​

​MR. DAILEY.​ ​Your Honor, the State moves to dismiss all charges.​

​(Matter adjourned.)​
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​IN THE 51ST DISTRICT COURT​
​IN AND FOR KITA COUNTY​

​STATE OF LONE STAR​

​v.​

​JOSHUA JONES and PETER JONES,​

​Defendants.​
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​CASE NO. 26-AUTO-CR​

​TRANSCRIPT OF PLEA AND​
​SENTENCING HEARING​
​JANUARY 7, 2025​

​THE COURT: Before I can accept your pleas, I must ensure you each understand the rights you​
​are giving up. You both have the right to a trial by jury, the right to confront witnesses,​
​the right to remain silent, and the right to require the State to prove every element of the​
​charges beyond a reasonable doubt. Do you each understand these rights?​

​JOSHUA JONES: I do.​
​PETER JONES: Yes, Your Honor.​
​THE COURT: Are you pleading guilty voluntarily, of your own free will?​
​JOSHUA JONES: Yes.​
​PETER JONES: Yes, sir.​
​THE COURT: Have you both had the opportunity to consult with an attorney?​
​JOSHUA JONES: Yes, Your Honor. We spoke with the public defender.​
​PETER JONES: Yes, Your Honor.​
​THE COURT: I will ask your attorney, public defender Phil Pasquarello, have you advised your​

​clients of their rights and the consequences of waiving them?​
​PASQUARELLO: Yes, Your Honor, I have.​
​THE COURT: Youôre getting better. Iôll turn back to the Defendants. Joshua Jones, the State​

​alleges that on January 4, 2025, you and Peter Jones stole a Pontiac Tempest worth more​
​than one thousand dollars from Susan Poehls. Joshua Jones, how do you plead to Grand​
​Larceny?​

​JOSHUA JONES: Thatôs all true except I donôt know whose car it was. We didnôt exactly stop​
​and ask for a name, you know?​

​THE COURT: Joshua Jones, how do you plead to Grand Larceny?​
​JOSHUA JONES: Guilty.​
​THE COURT: Peter Jones, the State alleges the same facts against you. How do you plead to​

​Grand Larceny?​
​PETER JONES: Guilty.​
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​Joshua Jones (DOB 9/15/1999)​
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​A.​ ​At 9:35 a.m., a patrol officer spotted a mint green convertible on Highway 16 about 9​

​miles from the Bag-O-Buds. The officer pulled the car over and brought the driver,​

​Goldeni, and passenger, Rosenblatt, in for questioning.​

​Q.​ ​Who questioned them?​

​A.​ ​I did, in separate rooms. Goldeni admitted to stealing a can of tuna before leaving. I​

​asked, ñAt what point did you shoot the clerk?ò Goldeni said, ñI shot the clerk.ò Months​

​later, after the charges were later dropped, Goldeni told me he said it as a question ï like​

​he was so confused at the accusation that he repeated it back to me. ñI shot the clerk?ò​

​But at the time, I took it as a confession. I arrested Goldeni and Rosenblatt for the murder​

​of Jimmy Roberts.​

​Q.​ ​What are Exhibits 10 and 11?​

​A.​ ​Goldeni and Rosenblatt at the station house when we booked them on January 4. They​

​were pulled over wearing jeans and the shirts you see in these photos.​

​Q.​ ​Did you weigh them when you booked them?​

​A.​ ​Yes.  Goldeni weighed 180 pounds. Rosenblatt weighed 150 pounds.​

​Q.​ ​What physical evidence did you find against Goldeni and Rosenblatt?​

​A.​ ​In the car, just a can of tuna. There was no gun, no bullets, or blood. When we searched​

​their persons, Goldeni had 40 dollars in his wallet, and Rosenblatt had no cash. They had​

​no blood on their clothes. Their prints were not in the Bag-O-Buds.​

​Q.​ ​Did you perform any gunshot residue tests?​

​A.​ ​Yes. There was no GSR on Jimmy Robertsôs hands. And both defendants and their​

​clothes tested negative for GSR, which at the time I thought was strange.​

​Q.​ ​What description did Marlee Galvez give of the men who ran out of the store?​

​A.​ ​The description I stated during the first trial. On January 4, Galvez identified the men in​

​Exhibits 10 and 11 as the men Galvez saw running out of the store.​

​Q.​ ​What is Exhibit 12?​

​A.​ ​This is the transcript from the Goldeni-Rosenblatt trial. I was present for the whole trial.​

​Q.​ ​Explain what led to your second time taking the stand in that trial.​

​A.​ ​During the defense case, the defense lawyer asked me to see if any mint green Pontiac​

​Tempests had been stolen or abandoned around the time of the murder. I did some​
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​Q.​ ​Do you have any traffic camera footage of Joshua Jones and Peter Jones?​

​A.​ ​Tobin County doesnôt have traffic cameras.​

​Q.​ ​Did you investigate any other suspects?​

​A.​ ​The evidence didnôt point to any other suspects. But I definitely investigated other​

​scenarios. I looked into whether anyone else had a motive to kill Jimmy Roberts. I​

​couldnôt find anyone ï no angry exes, business partners, or anything like that. No one​

​stood to benefit financially from his death. No one who owed him money, no one to​

​whom he owed money, and his entire $5,000 estate went to Alabama Football. And there​

​was no evidence pointing to anyone other than the Joneses.​

​Q.​ ​Did you investigate Susan Poehls?​

​A.​ ​Yes. I spoke to her husband in person, and he confirmed she was home asleep all​

​morning. I watched Ring camera recordings from the Poehls house and their neighbors,​

​which showed that both she and her husband were in their house all morning on January​

​4. And as a five-foot-four woman with shoulder length hair and a blonde-haired man in​

​his 60s, neither she nor her husband look anything like the killers described by Galvez.​

​Q.​ ​What did you do after gathering all of the evidence weôve discussed?​

​A.​ ​We recommended charging Joshua Jones and Peter Jones with this heinous crime.​

​Judge Mason:​ ​Defense Counsel, any questions for the witness?​

​Defense Counsel:​ ​No, Your Honor. We will save our questions for trial.​
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​1.​ ​Lift all usable prints from the items.​
​2.​ ​Run those prints through the FBIôs national fingerprint system, the Integrated Automated​

​Fingerprint Identification System (IAFIS). IAFIS includes 100 million fingerprint​
​records, from convicted criminals, government and military personnel, and civilians. We​
​included prints from Roberts, Goldeni, Rosenblatt, and Susan Poehls for comparison.​

​3.​ ​If IAFIS finds any matches, another fingerprint examiner and I perform independent​
​visual comparisons. Zac Wynkoop, my Deputy Director, served as the independent​
​analyst in this case. We would only declare a match if IAFIS and both examiners agreed.​

​This process yielded exactly one print, found on the cylinder of the revolver. It was a match, with​
​22 points of similarity, to Peter Jonesôs right index. I did not find, and would not expect to find,​
​usable fingerprints on the cash. Paper currency is thin, porous, and fibrous, which absorbs skin​
​oils rather than preserving clear ridge detail. Bills are constantly folded, rubbed together, and​
​passed from hand to hand, creating friction that smears or destroys any latent prints..​

​I used a Teichmann crystal test to determine that the red spots on Exhibit 15-D are dried human​
​blood. The entire hoodie ï including the blood ï was tested for DNA, but the little we found was​
​too degraded for identification or comparison.​

​Ballistics​

​Two bullets were recovered from the victimôs body and labelled EB-01 and EB-02. (ñEBò stands​
​for ñEvidence Bullet.ò) EB-01 and EB-02 are both Winchester 125-grain jacketed hollow point​
​(JHP) .357 Magnum caliber bullets.​

​The car seized upon the arrest of Joshua Jones and Peter Jones contained a Colt Python revolver.​
​The revolver had bullets in the four of the six chambers and two empty cartridges (ñspent​
​shellsò) in the other two chambers. All six were Winchester 125 grain JHP .357 Magnum. I​
​test-fired one of the bullets, TB-01, from the Colt Python into a 30-foot-long water tank.  (ñTBò​
​stands for ñTest Bullet.ò) The water slows the bullet gently, without deforming it, and preserves​
​rifling marks, striations, and individual characteristics.​

​I then performed Toolmark analysis. When a gun is fired, its rifling, manufacturing variations,​
​and historical wear all produce unique microscopic striations (grooves) on the bullet that is fired.​
​Toolmark analysis is examining those markings to assess if they were fired from a particular gun.​
​Exhibit 18 shows microscopic images of EB-01, EB-02, and TB-01 at 30x magnification. All​
​three bullets have the same striation pattern ï sequence, contours, and width ï and the same two​
​imperfections, which look like scratches. Different Colt Pythons might produce the same​
​striation patterns, but Iôve never seen bullets with identical scratches this distinctive.​

​Gunshot Residue (GSR)​

​GSR is microscopic debris expelled from a gun during discharge. GSR can remain on skin for​
​about 8 hours (so there was no point in testing the Jonesesô hands months after the shooting).​
​GSR on clothing can last for years if preserved and undisturbed.​
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