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Dear Local Affiliates,
 
We have changed some of the upcoming due dates to give everyone a bit more time since
our working arrangements have changed recently for most people.  Please see the new
dates listed below the Awards of Achievement Information.
 

TYLA AWARDS OF ACHIEVEMENT
 
The TYLA Awards of Achievement applications are due to the TYLA office by 5pm on May 1st. 
We encourage everyone to apply and look forward to seeing the great things your affiliate is
doing for your community and members.
 
We have attached the same form/questions that the ABA YLD uses so that you can easily use
the same information for that submission as well.  For the TYLA Awards of Achievement
submission, please use the attached forms and follow the ABA YLD rules.  Please submit
one copy of the cover sheet, project information form, and one electronic submission for
your supporting exhibits.   We would like you to send a copy of any DVD’s or videos
separately if they cannot be included in your electronic submission.  The TYLA forms are
also posted online here.  All submissions can be emailed to mpalacios@texasbar.com.
 
Again, please submit your applications to the TYLA office by 5pm, May 1st.
 
The ABA YLD 2019-2020 Awards of Achievement applications are due to the ABA Young
Lawyers Division Chicago office no later than May 15th. Please note we will not be forwarding
your application to the ABA YLD. 
 

 

Other Upcoming Due Dates:
 

·       Outstanding Young Lawyer/Outstanding Mentor/Liberty Bell Award Applications –
Due May 1st

o   Click here for the forms.
 

·       TYLA Grant Reports – Due May 7th

o   Click here for the grant report form.  If you did not use all of the TYLA grant

mailto:Michelle.Palacios@TEXASBAR.COM
https://www.americanbar.org/groups/young_lawyers/projects/awards-of-achievement/about/
https://tyla.org/affiliates/
mailto:mpalacios@texasbar.com
https://www.americanbar.org/groups/young_lawyers/awards_scholarships/awards_of_achievement_program1/
https://tyla.org/affiliates/
https://tyla.org/affiliates/
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Name of YLD: 

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                         

Which category will this cover sheet accompany (Comprehensive, Diversity, Newsletter, Service to the Public, Service to the Bar)?





Please indicate number of exhibits being submitted: 



 

Introduction - Please provide a short history of the organization (limit 750 words).







Number of young lawyers in your affiliate?
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AWARDS OF ACHIEVEMENT
GENERAL RULES


I. OBJECTIVES
1. To provide an opportunity for local, state, and national ABA YLD affiliates to gain national 


recognition for well executed programs that contribute significantly to the public good and the 
betterment of the legal profession.


2. To provide a forum for the interchange of ideas among affiliates.
3. To provide affiliates with a means of comparing and evaluating their programs alongside those 


of other affiliates.
4. To provide affiliates with readily accessible information about the projects of other affiliates.


II. ELIGIBILITY 
Any ABA YLD Young Lawyer Affiliated Organization affiliated under Articles 3.1(a) or 3.1(b) of the ABA 
YLD Bylaws is eligible to apply. For more information on Affiliate eligibility, see the ABA YLD Bylaws.


III. COMPETITION CATEGORIES AND REQUIREMENTS
All submissions should highlight the most successful projects conducted during the last concluded 
activity year for the period from June 1 prior through June 1 of the current year. Or, for such other 12­
month period as reflects the last concluded activity year of the affiliate.


A. Categories of Competition


1. Single Project: Service to the Public
This submission should highlight the affiliate’s best public service project conducted during the 
most recently concluded bar or activity year.


2. Single Project: Service to the Bar
This submission should highlight the affiliate’s best professional service project conducted 
during the most recently concluded bar or activity year.


3. Single Project: Diversity
This submission should highlight the affiliate’s project conducted during its most recently 
concluded bar or activity year that best assisted diverse lawyers in career development or 
increased their level of involvement in the bar. Projects directed toward serving minorities 
within the public sector are not eligible for inclusion in the Single Project/Diversity category, 
but rather should be submitted as Single Projects/Service to the Public. 


4. Newsletter
This submission should highlight the role of an affiliate newsletter in achieving its overall goals 
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and objectives.


Newsletters eligible for the Awards of Achievement competition must be freestanding young 
lawyer publications that are not part of any other publication and must be published at least 
quarterly.


Applicants are required to submit at least two issues of the newsletter. Please do not send 
hardcopies. 


5. Comprehensive
This submission should highlight the affiliate’s broad range of programming conducted during its 
most recently concluded bar or activity year. The award is determined from a comprehensive 
evaluation of all programs. 


i. Submitters must list their new and significantly expanded projects first. Submissions 
that mislead, duplicate, attempt to present single projects in more than one category or 
exaggerate the number of activities will be disqualified. A series of projects of the same 
kind, such as social, athletic or CLE, should be treated as one project. Projects not 
implemented during the current activity year cannot be included in the application.


ii. Following the list of new and significantly expanded projects, continuing projects carried 
out by the affiliate may also be included in this application. 


iii. Only 5 projects combined (new/expanded/continuing) will be eligible for consideration; 
affiliates are urged to submit the best of their ongoing projects. 


iv. The Comprehensive submission must include a detailed narrative outlining each exhibit 
and be well defined for each exhibit. Definition of all submissions is limited to 500 words 
per exhibit.


v. May include e­books, e­publications, and pictures. All must be submitted in .pdf form 
and submitted at the time of the application process. Materials that are not the direct 
product of young lawyer volunteer work should not be submitted as an exhibit.


vi. Each project must have a project title/information page that lists its associated exhibits.


IV. AFFILIATE DIVISIONS


1. State – State affiliates with a young lawyer membership.
2. Local – Serves a local geographic area, other than a state. 
3. National – Includes national affiliates and young lawyer branches of the Armed Forces.


With a young lawyer membership of: 
Division A ­ State: More than 8,001 / Local: More than 2001 young lawyer members.
Division B – State: 3,001 and 8,000 / Local: 801 to 2000 young lawyer members.
Division C ­ State: Fewer than 3,000 / Local: 800 young lawyer members.


Rules for Division Placement
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Submissions are placed in divisions by the "honor system," with each affiliate placing itself in the 
appropriate division. Each affiliate is expected to make a good­faith effort to determine its total young 
lawyer membership. An affiliate’s young lawyers are not required to hold ABA membership in order to 
be counted. 


In cases of dispute as to the appropriate division for any submission, the Awards of Achievement Chief 
Judge shall make a final determination. The Chief Judge also reserves the right to adjust the divisions to
provide a balanced competition if too few or too many submissions are received in any single division, or 
if it appears an affiliate is more appropriately judged in a different division. Affiliates will be notified if 
their division is changed, and the affiliate may challenge that assignment with a simple email to the 
Chief Judge and Affiliates Director.


V. AWARDS


A. Awards by Division


A first­place award will be awarded for each Division in each Single Project Category of Competition and 
in the Newsletter Category. The Chief Judge may award one additional special recognition award in each 
category in their discretion.


B. Comprehensive Awards


Overall Outstanding Affiliate 
The award winner is chosen from among all Affiliate submissions in recognition of exceptional, unique, 
and exemplary projects overall.


1. The judges, in consultation with the Chief Judge and the Affiliates Director, may award 
two outstanding projects of the year awards: one for Outstanding Project for Service to the Bar, 
and one for Outstanding Project for Service to the Public. Discretion to select these winners (or 
not to select winners in any year) shall reside solely with the Chief Judge, in consultation with 
the Affiliates Director.


American Bar Endowment Outstanding Public Service Project Award 
The award winner is chosen from among all Single Project/Service to the Public submissions in 
recognition of exceptional, unique, and exemplary projects.


Most Outstanding Single Project/Service to the Bar Award 
The award winner is chosen from among all Single Project/Service to the Bar submissions in recognition 
of exceptional, unique, and exemplary projects.


VI. PROCEDURES FOR FILING


Submissions must be submitted online by 11:59 p.m. CST on May 15. Regardless of circumstance, 
technological issues, or delay, late submissions will not be considered.


Each affiliate may submit one (1) project in each category. Submission of more than one project in each 
category will result in disqualification.
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All projects that have been submitted in previous years in the Single Project category are ineligible for 
inclusion in the application.


Projects included in a Comprehensive application are not automatically considered for Single Project or 
Newsletter awards. A project included in a Comprehensive application must be submitted separately for 
consideration in the Single Project or Newsletter categories.


The AOA submissions must be completed online.


For each entry, the affiliate must submit an electronic exhibit at the time of the application submission. 
The exhibits must comply with the requirements found in Section III(A)(5)(vi). Please note that electronic 
exhibits are not optional. 


DO NOT submit any printed materials or flash drives to the ABA.


VII. JUDGING


1. Judges 
The Chief Judge and Associate Judges will judge all submissions. The Affiliates Director reserves 
the right to recruit judges if additional or replacement judges are necessary. No judge will 
evaluate a submission from his/her own state.


2. Judges will be asked to consider:


Single Projects Judges consider the following factors:
Goals and their achievement
Significance of the project’s impact
Degree of participation by members
Originality of activity or project
Compliance with the rules


Newsletter Judges consider the following factors:
Article selection
Writing quality
Overall design
Choices given design constraints
Goals and impact
Compliance with the rules


Comprehensive Award Scoring
Judges will consider all single projects submitted with a comprehensive application using the Single 
Project criteria in Section VI(B)(1) above. Judges will also determine the well­rounded or balanced 
nature of the overall bar program by considering the following categories:


Balance of Service to the Public and Service to the Bar Projects
Efforts to co­sponsor with senior bar associations and other groups
Number of projects and quality of projects relative to membership size of the affiliate
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Number of projects and quality of projects relative to budget
Balance of programs for experienced and inexperienced lawyers
Overall perception of balance, well­rounded programming, and excellence


VIII. RULES AND COMPLIANCE 
Submissions that fail to comply with the rules will not be considered. The Chief Judge shall make 
determinations of any questions regarding compliance and the decision of the Chief Judge shall be final.
Questions regarding the interpretation of any rule may be addressed to the Chief Judge.


Questions should be directed to Summer Giles at summer.giles@americanbar.org. Please include ‘AOA’ 
in the subject line.


This contest is governed by U.S. law and all relevant federal, state, and local laws and regulations apply. 
By entering, all participants agree that the competition shall be governed by the laws of the State of 
Illinois, that the courts of Illinois shall have exclusive jurisdiction, and that Cook County, Illinois shall be 
the venue for any dispute or litigation relating to or arising from the competition. Void where 
prohibited by law.


CONDITIONS OF PARTICIPATION: By participating, each entrant agrees to these Official Rules and the 
decisions of the Sponsor, and releases and discharges the ABA, subsidiary and affiliated entities, and 
each of their respective officers, directors, members, employees, independent contractors, agents, 
representatives, successors and assigns (collectively “Sponsor”) from any and all liability whatsoever in 
connection with this promotion, including without limitation legal claims, costs, injuries, losses or 
damages, demands or actions of any kind (including without limitation personal injuries, death, damage 
to, loss or destruction of property, rights of publicity or privacy, defamation, or portrayal in a false light) 
(collectively “Claims”). Except where prohibited, acceptance of a prize constitutes a release by any 
winner of the Sponsor of any and all Claims in connection with the administration of this promotion and 
the use, misuse or possession of any prize. All entries become the property of Sponsor and will not be 
acknowledged or returned. Sponsor is not responsible for errors or for lost, late, or misdirected mail or 
email, or telecommunication or hardware or software failures, including by reason of any bug or 
computer virus or other failure. Sponsor may cancel, modify or terminate the promotion if it is not 
capable of completion as planned, including by reason of infection by computer virus, tampering, 
unauthorized intervention, force majeure or technical difficulties of any kind.


OPT­OUT OPTION: Any individual may elect to opt out of receiving future contest mailings by calling the 
ABA Service Center at 800­285­2221.


PRIVACY POLICY/DATA COLLECTION: Information provided by entrants in connection with this 
sweepstakes is subject to Sponsor’s privacy policy, available at
http://www.americanbar.org/utility/privacy.html


SPONSOR: American Bar Association, Young Lawyers Division, 321 N. Clark St., Chicago, IL 60654
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ENTER PROJECT TITLE HERE



SUBMISSION TYPE (SINGLE/SERVICE TO THE BAR or PUBLIC/COMPREHENSIVE/NEWSLETTER)











This document will be used for judging your project. Please complete each relevant question and be as thorough as possible.



To be completed for All submissions





Project Description Project Title: Project type/topic:

Needs Assessment (What was the reason for undertaking this project?): Achievement of Goals / Impact (What were the goals and objectives of this project?): If goals were not met, why not?

Was this a new or continuing project? Will this be a recurring affiliate project? If yes, will you make any revisions?





Degree of Participation by Members

How many young lawyer members actually participated in this project? Officers, Directors, Board membership?

Committee members? General membership?

Was the project conducted with the Senior Bar?

What other groups or individuals participated and in what numbers?

What do you think is the optimum amount of members needed to carry out this project?





Budget

What was the cost of this project excluding in­kind/donated services? How was the project funded?

Were there any cosponsors?

How long did it take to raise the funds needed for this project?

What suggestions/recommendations would you make to other young lawyer groups who would consider undertaking this project?





To be completed for Comprehensive submissions only.





How many single projects are included in your submission? Maximum of 5 projects per application. Was this project submitted in the Single Project/Newsletter categories?

If yes, which category?





 	To be completed for Newsletter submissions only.	



Budget and Circulation

Annual budget for newsletter production, excluding mailing costs: Circulation:

Number of issues per year (Must be published at least quarterly in order to be eligible): Average number of pages per issue:

Is the Newsletter included in membership dues? Are subscriptions sold separately?

If yes, number of subscribers?





Project Description

Describe the goals and objectives of the publication of your newsletter: Describe the impact of your newsletter:

What was the reason for undertaking this project? (Include in your discussion the steps taken to evaluate the need and to market this project to diverse young lawyers to encourage their participation.):

How many years has the newsletter been published?

Number of staff members actively involved in the publication of the newsletter: Describe their roles:

Number of volunteers actively involved in the publication of the newsletter: Describe their roles:

What suggestions/recommendations would you make to other young lawyer groups who would consider undertaking a similar project?





Layout & Advertising

Annual advertising revenue: Number of advertising pages:

Approximate percent (%) of pages devoted annually to the following (percentage must total 100): Bar News:

Feature Articles:

Advertising:

Other (please describe):





money awarded to your affiliate, please submit a check made out to TYLA for

the remaining funds by May 7th.
 
Please let us know if you have any questions.
 
Thank you,
 
 

Michelle Palacios
Texas Young Lawyers Association
P.O. Box 12487
Austin, TX 78711
mpalacios@texasbar.com

 

mailto:mpalacios@texasbar.com
http://www.tyla.org/

